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Milan, 17-22 April 2012 

I Saloni, International Bathroom Exhibition

At the Salone.

Two extraordinary new projects:

Washbasin/bathtub by Ludovica+Roberto Palomba

and urinal/divider by Toan Nguyen.

Fuori Salone.

Party “The Swiss Art of Expression”

to celebrate the company’s 120th anniversary.

Installation by atelier oï.

Laufen, which has made “bathroom culture” its mission, will exhibit at this year’s International Bathroom Exhibition a presentation of its finest production, all revolving around three key words: quality, design and ‘Swiss-ness’. 

The new products are sophisticated and full of character. For the private area, a totemic washbasin and free-standing bathtub by Ludovica+Roberto Palomba. For the public area, an understated and elegant urinal with divider by Taon Nguyen.

Outside the fairgrounds, Laufen is staging an exhibition-event featuring an installation by the visionary atelier oï from La Neuville/Switzerland. The show is in honor of an important anniversary for Laufen - 1892-2012 - 120 years of history that will be celebrated by an evening event, “The Swiss Art of Expression”, at the Officine Stendhal on Wednesday, 18 April 2012. 

The exhibition, which pays homage to ceramic as a material wich lies at the heart and soul of Laufen, will be open to the public from 17 to 22 April, 10 am to 9 pm.  

The international showcase offered by the Salone del Mobile seemed to Laufen to be the perfect setting for launching its new products and celebrating the brand. And the company is confident that two events, one inside and the other outside the fair, will be a pleasure to share with the varied and eclectic world of those who visit the Salone. 

The Swiss Art of Expression

It is 120 years since Laufen has been shaping and modeling ceramic material, demanding that it surpass itself to assume ever more intriguing forms, accepting the technical challenges launched continuously over the years by a team of extraordinary international designers who asked the company to twist, stretch and otherwise push ceramic past its limits. 

Designers asked the impossible from Laufen. And Laufen responded by realizing the impossible, producing objects and washbasins previously unimaginable and becoming masters of the material with few rivals in the world. 

The history of the company and its extraordinary achievements with ceramic materials deserved to be celebrated.

Which is why atelier oï was asked to design the installation The Swiss Art of Expression.

The concept of the installation designed by atelier oï at the Officine Stendhal is inspired by the two natural forces that make ceramic possible: water and fire. The vast white box of the space is divided into two areas. The first, Water Installation, revolves around water, with two which symbolises the cycle of nature in a vertical choreography, from the air to the earth, where, drop-by-drop, the passage of water is celebrated in a visual and acoustic choreography.

The second, Fire Installation, symbolically reproduces the kilns that fire the clay in the factory. 

Aimed at showcasing the brand’s expertise, atelier oï has created an installation that interprets the transformation of the material. Two fundamental natural elements are involved in ceramic production: water and fire.

Intimately related, these two elements are showcased by a play of moving mirrors. Facing one another, they change our perception of space while abstractly evoking the transformation of the material, and the creation of the finished product.

A physical presence in the installation, water symbolises the cycle of nature in a vertical choreography, from the air to the earth, where, drop-by-drop, the passage of water is celebrated in a visual and acoustic choreography. This soft stream is captured in a series of 120 fluidly contoured basins, their shape recalling a stone polished by the current of a river, and at the same time celebrating the brand’s 120 year history.

Opposite, different stages in the transformation from earth to ceramic are staged in front of a projection evocative of fire, and become intermingled with the orchestrated sweep of the moving mirrors.

Large images on glass partitions intersperse the installation and highlight the importance of craftsmanship, vital to production and unique signature of the expertise of the Swiss brand Laufen Bathrooms.

News: The Palomba Collection 2012

Design by Ludovica+Roberto Palomba

Gutta cavat lapidem

There is crisp purity of forms found in nature, and of the sensual nudes found in the photographs of Edward Weston and Herb Ritts in the two extraordinary new objects designed by Ludovica+Roberto Palomba for Laufen: the free-standing washbasin Menhir, and a sinuous bathtub intended for the centre of the room, both of which join the highly successful  Palomba Collection by Laufen.  

The plasticity of nature’s organic forms and the glimpses of nude bodies shot in black & white by the two American masters combine dreamily with the poetics of these two objects. The echo of the sea and the undertow that metaphorically polishes these and all the products in the Palomba Collection evoke the primordial power of nature and the incessant work of water as it shapes the coast.   

The Latin locution Gutta cavat lapidem (or, ‘the drop of water that hollows the rock’) indicates Laufen’s tireless determination to achieve otherwise impossible results to provide innovative formal responses to contemporary bathroom design, of which the Palomba Collection is the highest expression. 

Product description - PALOMBA COLLECTION 2012 

PRODUCT/TYPOLOGY:MENHIR–free-standing washbasin 

PRODUCT/TYPOLOGY: free-standing bathtub 

DESIGNER: Ludovica+Roberto Palomba 

YEAR: 2012 

The 2012 Palomba Collection is composed of a bathtub, eight washbasins and a series of accessories. All the elements can be combined and offer great freedom of composition. The free-standing washbasin Menhir ensures an especially wide range of spatial solutions, with an aesthetic attitude that suggests a monolith, but with sensual lines. The shape of the inside of both the washbasin and bathtub evokes forms found in nature, like tide pools, or the water that collects in the smooth cavities of coastal rocks.  

“Palomba Collection 2012 is a synthesis of organic and natural forms. Its inspiration comes from coastal inlets and cliffs; from observing the action of the sea against the rocks. Thus the idea of forms that seem sculpted and polished by water. Between the pieces of the new collection, we have payed a special attention to the large free-standing basin, an important sculptural element that resembles a large rock that emerges from the earth. An iconic menhir, which recalls a source of smooth sensuality. Another must for this collection is the new bathtub, our 'water nest' where the organic and plastic shapes of Palomba Collection merge to new technologies”.   

                                                                                             Ludovica+Roberto Palomba 

MATERIALS: 

MENHIR – free-standing washbasin: fine fire clay 

Bathtub: solid surface
DIMENSIONS: 

MENHIR – free-standing washbasin: 520 x 400 x 900 mm

Bathtub: 1850 x 960 x 540/900 mm

Informal interview with  Ludovica+Roberto Palomba 

1. Name and surname 

Ludovica Serafini

Roberto Palomba

2. Role in the company 

L. Designer

R. Designer

3. Three adjectives that describe Laufen

L. Sensual. Unexpected. Swiss.

R. International. Courageous. Latin.

4. One good reason to purchase an item from the Palomba Collection

R. Because it’s a reliable brand, a guarantee. 

L. … because there are two ‘brands’!

5. What kind of shoes does the kind of person who buys a Menhir washbasin wear? 

L. Barefoot.

R. Dizzyingly high heels.

6. What music does this person listen to? 

L. Indie

R. Electro jazz

7. Where does he/she go on vacation? 

L. The beach.

R. The mountains. 

8. Shower or bathtub?

L. Bathtub.

R. Shower.

9. Who would you like to imagine reclining in the new free-standing tub? 

L. Paolina Borghese

R. Archimedes (who, floating in the tub, would discover Archimedes’ Principle!)

News: Antero+Cinto

Design by Toan Nguyen

Marcel Duchamp exhibited a urinal in New York in 1917 and called it Fountain,  thus giving rise, as many would claim, to contemporary art as we know it today. While a noble object in the art world, it has never been very highly considered until now in the design world, almost as if it were more respectable to design a chair than a urinal. Laufen, free of any such qualms, wanted to create a beautiful object and invited designer Toan Nguyen to try his hand at it. The result is Antero, a urinal distinguished by simple, dignified, architectonic lines, which can be paired with Cinto, a ceramic partition. At first glance, its soft geometry might make it appear to be something else. Designed to be installed together with the partition, this serial installation lends it an incisive formal power which in turn graces the space with flair and elegance. Antero and Cinto have an intrinsic duality in that they accompany a very private act in a public space, be it in the rest room of a dining hall, a restaurant or a school.  

Product description
PRODUCT/TYPOLOGY: ANTERO - urinal 

PRODUCT/TYPOLOGY: CINTO - partition 

DESIGNER: Toan Nguyen 

YEAR: 2012 
“Antero has an intrinsic duality: that of being an object used for an intimate function, yet located in a public space. The intention here is to avoid trivializing a ritual act where the space/time dimension is suspended for a few moments. The two-dimensional aspect generated by a simple and disciplined geometric form renders the object ‘architectonic’, ideally suited for serial installation, while the three-dimensionality of the parts that interact with the body foster the most natural and harmonious possible relationship with the user”.     
                                            
  






Toan Nguyen 

Antero is a urinal endowed with a patented technology that saves a significant amount of water when flushing (min. 0.5L) while ensuring perfect cleaning

MATERIALS: 

vitreous china 

DIMENSIONS: 

Antero - urinal: 380 x 365 x 765 mm

Cinto - partition: 90 x 400 x 720 mm


Informal interview with Toan Nguyen

1. Name and surname 

TN. Toan Nguyen

2. Role in the company 

TN. Guest designer

3. Three adjectives that you would use for Laufen

TN. Human, positive, precise.

4. What is your relationship with water?

TN. I use too much for washing, and too little for drinking. 

5. What song do you sing under the shower?  

TN. Lotus Flower by Radiohead.

6. To whom would you give Antero as a gift?

TN. I’d give it to the actor Michael Simon, if he were still alive.   
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